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Issue’s facing Oregon Cross 
Connection Program. 

By Floyd Hensley, Oregon Chapter ABPA 
 

In 2003 Senate Bill 343 was to be the 
salvation for the Oregon Cross Connection 
Program at the State level, as it set a funding 
mechanism in place to ensure that the program 
was operated by the Department of Human 
Services Health Services and funded a full time 
position. Due to time constraints the bill did 
not get any action. In 2005 we have two bills 
that have been drafted, Senate Bill 381 and 
House Bill 3093, both of these bills do not 
address funding for the State Program but 
instead are intended to transfer authority for 
certifying persons who inspect water system 
cross connections or who test backflow 
prevention devices from the Department of 
Human Services to the Department of 
Consumer and Business Services.  

As of this writing we understand that 
amendments have been made to the bills but 
we have not seen these amendments to 
comment on them. As for the funding of the 
Cross Connection Program with Health Services 
we still have funding from the certification 
fee’s, this covers about a half time position. We 
would hope that the Health Services could find 
additional funds to keep a full time position so 
that the program can continue the enforcement 
arm of the Program.  

DOH to Deploy Cross-Connection 
Control Compliance Strategy 

By Terri Notestine, WA DOH 
 

The Washington State Department of Health 
plans to deploy the Cross-Connection Control 
(CCC) Compliance Strategy in May, 2005.  The 
new CCC Compliance Strategy establishes the 
enforcement process that DOH staff will follow 
for public water systems that don’t comply 
with WAC 246-290-490.  DOH’s follow-up 
activities will focus on systems that fail to 
comply with the: 

 
Mandatory premises isolation requirements 

for selected high-hazard premises (sewage-
related and nuclear facilities). 

Annual CCC reporting requirements. 
 
DOH plans to identify systems for follow-up 

primarily through the 2004 Annual Summary 
Report (ASR) forms process.  Community 
systems serving 1000 or more connections 
were notified to submit their ASR forms to 
DOH by April 1, 2005.  Systems may also be 
identified for follow-up through sanitary 
surveys and special purpose investigations 
conducted by DOH regional office staff. 

 
The Compliance Strategy will be 

implemented by CCC staff in Olympia.  The 
strategy uses a standardized letter sequence to 
notify systems in violation of the CCC 
requirements.  Systems that fail to comply with 
the CCC requirements may be classified as 
State Significant Non-Compliers (SSNCs).  Most 
systems try to avoid SSNC status, because it 
triggers a red operating permit.  Red operating 
permits may adversely impact building 
permits, home loan applications and other 
permits and licenses issued by county agencies 
for properties served by the water system. 

 
Water systems failing to comply with the 

(Continued on page 2) 

ABPA Western Regional Backflow 
Conference This Fall 

The ABPA Western Regional Conference will 
be held in Las Vegas this year.   

The dates set for the Conference are Sept. 
26th through the 27th, 2005. 

For particulars, get in touch with Shane 
Dillard at the National office.  

Her email address is shane@abpa.org.   
ABPA website is www.abpa.org 
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“I have met very few water purveyors 
whose only job is to run their Cross 

Connection Control Program.” 
Garret Yates, Instructor 

Introducing BMI’s Simple Operating Solutions 
The S.O.S. Toolbox Includes: 
√ Public Education 
√ Guidance Manual 
√ Enforcement Document 
√ Cross Track 4.0 Software 

Backflow Management Inc. 800-841-7689 

www.bmi-backflow.com 

reporting requirements will be notified to 
submit their Annual Summary Report forms 
for 2004.  Water systems failing to comply 
with the mandatory premises isolation 
requirements for high hazard premises in the 
selected categories will be required to submit 
one of the following to DOH: 

Documentation that the premises isolation 
requirements have been met. 

An action plan and schedule for complying 
with the mandatory premises isolation 
requirements. 

Although unlikely in most cases, a water 
system could also submit documentation that 
the cross-connection hazard has been 
eliminated. 

For further information, contact Terri 
Notestine at terri.notestine@doh.wa.gov or 
(360) 236-3133. 

Field Modifications  DC to a DCDA 
 
Many have inquired of the Foundation 

regarding the field modifications of various 
backflow prevention assemblies.  One of the 
most frequent requests asked is “is it possible 
to convert a double check valve assembly into a 
double check detector assembly in the field?” 

The conversion of a DC to a DCDA in the 
field is reasoned by many to be a very simple 
task.  One can remove the Nos. one and four 
test cocks of a larger assembly and attach a 
bypass at those ports.  As long as the bypass 
has a double check valve assembly and a meter, 
shouldn’t everything work?  In one sense the 
reasoning is correct.  As long as there are two 
approved double check valve assemblies in 
parallel, that will provide the same level of 
protection as a double check valve assembly.  
So, the level of backflow protection is 
maintained.  However, it is very unlikely that 
the newly created “DCDA” will operate as a 
DCDA. 

One of the requirements of the double check 
detector assemblies is that all water flows 
exclusively through the bypass arrangement 
and registers accurately on the meter when 
flows are three gallons per minute or less.  In 
order for this to occur, the components of the 
assemblies are carefully matched.  The springs 
of a DCDA will not necessarily be the same as 
the springs in the corresponding DC.  It should 
be noted that even if the meter does register, 
this doesn’t mean that it is registering 
accurately. 

 
Additionally, if the administrative authority 

involved requires a USC approved assembly, 
any field modification invalidates the 
Foundation’s approval.  The only exceptions 
would be the replacement of a bypass meter 
with one that is specifically approved and 
shown on the List of Approved Assemblies for 
the size and model of assembly needing the 
replacement.  Also shutoff valves which are 
specifically designated for use on each model 
and size of backflow preventer shown on the 
list may be used to replace shutoff valves on 
currently approved assemblies. 

 
It is always good to keep in mind that any 

modification to any backflow preventer will 
likely invalidate the Foundation’s approval.  If 
unsure, please contact the Foundation office. 

Notice 05-001  (March 30, 2005) 
 

It has come to the attention of the 
Foundation that some of the following Ames 
and Watts backflow prevention assemblies have 
been sold with check valve discs made of 
silicon elastomer material.  The assemblies 
affected include the following: 

 
Continued on next page, column 1 
 
 

Ames  Watts 

Colt 400 2 ½”, 3”, 4” 957 

Colt 400N 2 ½”, 3”, 4” 957N 

Colt 400Z 2 ½”, 3”, 4” 957Z 

Maxim 400 2 ½”, 3” 967 

Maxim 400N 2 ½”, 3” 967N 

Maxim 400Z 2 ½”, 3” 967Z 

The following 2 Articles are reprinted here 
by permission from USC FCCCHR Cross Talk, 
Spring 2004 USC.  All rights reserved. 



STATE HEALTH CONTACTS  
IDAHO 

CCC Program Manager - Joan Thomas   
(208) 373-0275  FAX (208) 373-0409 

OREGON 
CC Program Coordinator - Kathryn Mattimore 

(503) 731-4007 FAX (503) 731-4078 
CC Program Manager - Mary Leverette 

(503) 731-4002 ext. 232 

WASHINGTON 
CCC Program Manager - Terri Notestine 

 (360) 236-3133 
Email terri.notestine@doh.wa.gov 

State Approved List – Marsha Carlton   
(800) 521-0323 

BAT Certification – David Kingsley  
(800) 562-0858 

Operator Certification (800) 525-2536 
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Notice 05-001 
The Approved elastomer material for these 
assemblies is EPDM, which is black in color.  
The unapproved silicon material is orange in 
color, so it is easily identified. 
 
The subject assemblies containing the orange 
silicon check valve discs are not approved by 
the Foundation. 
 
Should you have an assembly affected by this 
situation please contact the Technical Service 
Departments at Ames (916) 928-0123 or 
Watts (978) 689 6066 

Washington State Proposes New Backflow Incident Form 
By Simon Tung, WA DOH 

 
Washington State Department of Health (DOH) is proposing a new Backflow Incident Report Form.  It 

offers certain advantages over the traditional form familiar to most Pacific Northwest Cross-Connection 
Control (CCC) practitioners.  The traditional form, as found in the PNWS-AWWA CCC manuals, requests 
information in a narrative format.  The new form makes extensive use of standard data inputs, 
checkboxes and, in the on-screen version, drop-down boxes.  The overall look is a tabular format, not 
unlike the Washington CCC Annual Summary Reports that many water systems have been submitting the 
past four years.  Sections in the forms requests information such as: 

• The premises where the backflow incident occurred; 
• How the backflow incident was discovered; 
• Type of contaminant and the extent of contamination; 
• Cause of the backflow; 
• Backflow preventer condition at the site of the backflow; 
• Corrective action implemented; and 
• Cost of the backflow incident. 
 
Some reviewers have concerns about the length of the form.  DOH does not expect that all the 

information requested by the form would be available in every case, but the more information supplied, 
the better will be the documentation.  Also, by using checkboxes and dropdown boxes in the form design 
makes its completion easier and quicker.  When agencies such as the federal EPA requests information 
concerning backflow incidents, the documentation has been difficult to obtain.  DOH anticipates that the 
new form would make such documentation easier to complete and a more complete picture of backflow 
incidents would be the result.  Also, the extensive use of standardized inputs would make the 
information suitable for entry into a database and therefore amenable to data analysis. 

 
DOH first presented the form at the SRC4 CCC Seminar in February 2005.  One can download the form 

from the SRC4 website at www.src4.org  or The Groups at www.backflowgroup.org.  While DOH has not 
finalized the form, DOH requests that purveyors and other parties try it out for their next backflow 
incident report.  The current version has been enhanced from the presentation version by the inclusion 
of tables to accommodate additional backflow preventers at the incident site. 
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To All  Region 7 Members of the 
ABPA 

  
We just returned from the National 

Convention in Orlando Florida, the 
conference was well attended; the conference 
committee did a great job again in selecting 
great speakers for the association, watch for 
your copy of the ABPA News for a complete 
breakdown of the events.  As the new Region 
7 Director I tried to take in as many 
committee meetings as I could to see what 
was going on in the organization.  These 
committee's are doing a great deal of work 
for the association and I was amazed at the 
diverse views from across the nation on how 
to protect our precious drinking water.  "We 
do all agree that the Nation's Public drinking 
water must be protected". These committees 
are the backbone of the association and what 
I saw lacking at these meetings were 
Northwest members.  I have sent out a 
request to all Region 7 chapter presidents to 
talk to you as members to signup for a 
committee you maybe interested in , this way 
we will be able to have input from the 
Northwest Region as future committee work 
is completed. 

  
I am very pleased to represent the Pacific 

Northwest as Region 7 Director, and would 
like to thank Gary McLauchlin (Oregon) for all 
his hard work and dedication to the 
association for the last two years as the 
Region 7 Director, Gary assures me that he 
will continue to work for the association even 
as he assumes new job responsibilities.  I 
would also like to thank past Region 7 
Directors Lynn Shupe (SRC4), Steve Herres 
(SRC4), Denny Lopp (SRC4) and Denny Byram 

(SRC4) and any others that I may have missed for 
all their dedication to our association. 

  
Region 7 was well represented this year at the 

National Convention and I would like to take a 
moment to recognize those members that were 
present, Denny Lopp (SRC4) presented the 
Meritorious Service Award, Gary Hile (Alaska), 
Allen & Leslie Wilder (Idaho), Scott Hallenberg ( the 
group, future chapter) Gene & Carla Ernster 
(Oregon), Rick Hill (Oregon), Julie Elvis (Oregon) 
and of course Gary McLaughlin (Oregon).  

For those of you interested in serving on a 
committee please check out ABPA’s web site  for 
more committee information or you may contact 
me at floyd@tvwd.org.  

  
Respectfully, 
Floyd Hensley  
 
Editor’s Note:  Floyd Hensley has been and 

continues to be a valuable contributor to The 
Northwest CCC Journal.  His articles are timely, 
very informative and worthwhile reading.  We 
hope that all Oregon ABPA Members  will help 
and support Floyd during his term as Region 7 
Director.  Thank you, Floyd, for your work! 

360º of shutoff valve positioning 

“Z” Pattern 

Vertical 

Web Site: www.wattsind.com 

24º of deflection for pipe alignment 

Industry’s smallest & lightest backflow prevention valves  
Colt Series / Silver Eagle Series  

Spokane 509-448-1878 •  Seattle 253-867-5040 •  Portland 503-238-0313 

Watts Regulator Company

Hollabaugh Brothers & 
Assoc. 
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        BACKFLOW ASSEMBLY REPAIR     By: Jim Purzycki, BAVCO 
 
 
In the last Issue of The Northwest CCC Journal, Jim’s article spoke to the 

Hydraulic Concerns that need to be considered when installing any backflow 
assembly device.  In this Issue, Jim continues his article with addressing the 
Mechanical Concerns that need to be considered. 
 
Mechanical Concerns 
 

Once we get past the problems of hydraulics, we must look to the mechanical concerns of 
installing a backflow preventer. The first concern to evaluate is the installation orientation. Backflow 
preventers must be installed in the installation orientation they were designed and approved for 
(vertical, horizontal etc.). There are backflow preventers that can be installed horizontally, vertically 
and other orientations that can make an installation easier. The key point to realize, is that they can 
only be installed in the orientation that the approval agency has determined they will work in. Some 
manufacturers may state that it is acceptable to them to install in other orientations, but we must be 
sure the list of approved assemblies approves the desired orientation. Some installations a vertical 
orientation will be more advantageous than a horizontal orientation. By placing a backflow 
preventer in an orientation other than what it is approved for may cause it to not work properly. To 
be sure, confirm with your list of approved assemblies but also consult your local administrative 
authority. 

 
When installing any backflow preventer, it is important that it be installed into the piping system 

properly. The type of pipe and piping connections used are established in various piping codes for 
your specific area, and must be followed. The proper installation of braces, brackets, mounting pads 
or supports assures the installed backflow preventers will continue to work properly. It is important 
that all pipe, valve and fittings are of the correct material and installed as required. The weight of 
the assemblies, the attached piping and the force of moving water are all substantial and must be 
properly evaluated. Even the forces needed to take assemblies apart for servicing could cause 
problems if the piping is not securely installed. 

 
Another key concern is accessibility to the assembly once it is installed. The installation of the 

backflow preventer must be in a location where access is not restricted by piping, walls or any other 
restriction. All backflow preventers require some type of regular inspection and servicing. To assure 
this inspection and service can be done properly, an adequate work space must be left around the 
backflow preventer. This space will vary depending on the type and size of backflow preventer that 
is installed.  

 
The installation of assemblies in areas where the entry or exit are restricted are considered 

confined spaces. Installing assemblies in areas that are classified as confined spaces requires 
specific entry and exit protocols by the technician to assure there is no danger entering into the 
confined space such as lack of oxygen or accumulation of dangerous gases. 

 
          
 The height the assembly is installed in relation to the surrounding grade is also important. Some 

assemblies have key minimum height requirements to assure the relief valve will not be submerged 
or engulfed. Most Plumbing Codes also establish maximum height requirements. Most codes state if 
installation heights greater than 5 feet must be used, a permanent work platform must be built 
around the assembly for servicing. 

 
Installing assemblies that can discharge water (RP, RPDA, PVB, SVB) can lead to another set of 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
PNWS-AWWA Cross Connection Control Committee 

Meeting times/dates vary 
Contact:  Chuck Fletcher (509) 625-7967 

concerns. Water that can discharge from 
assemblies does not usually cause any concern 
when installed outside. When assemblies are 
installed inside buildings, the discharge is 
usually piped away to a drain.  This drain 
piping must be properly installed so a cross 
connection is not created between the drain 
and the assembly discharge. Most 
manufacturers of RP's also produce an air gap 
drain attachment that assures the proper 
separation is achieved from the relief valve 
discharge and the drain line. An air gap drain 
is designed to carry away an occasional 
dripping or mild discharge only. The full 
discharge of the RP is well beyond the capacity 
of the air gap drain attachment. 

A backflow preventer may be required to be 
installed where the environment can affect the 
backflow preventer. Enclosures may need to be 
installed around a backflow preventer to 
assure the backflow preventers temperature 
parameters are maintained. Enclosure can also 
be installed for vandal control to restrict who 
can operate the piping system. 

 
Backflow preventers are installed to protect 

against an identified hazard be it high or low. 
The degree of hazard and the type of backflow 
(backsiphonage & backpressure) that has been 
identified will help dictate the proper type of 
backflow preventer to use. Even if the correct 
type of backflow preventer is chosen, the 
installation of the backflow preventer must be 
followed for it to work effectively. When 
installing any mechanical backflow preventer 
(device or assembly) it is important to follow 
the manufacturers restrictions as to its 
working parameters. It is also important that 
the backflow preventer is installed only as it is 
approved by the acceptable approval agency. It 
is also important to assure the hydraulics of 
the piping system are not adversely affected 
by the installation of the backflow preventer 
and all mechanical considerations are 
evaluated. Once you have it installed properly 
DON'T FORGET TO TEST IT. 

(Continued from page 5) SRC4 12th Annual Seminar Review 
Michael Graves, City Of Bellevue, WA 

 
With Inland Empire hospitality the 12th 

Annual SRC4 Seminar brought dedicated cross 
connection professionals from as far away as 
Southern California and Bend, Oregon to 
beautiful Spokane Valley, Washington. It was a 
rare treat to have so many representatives of the 
cross connection industry attending. Their 
knowledge and information are an invaluable 
resource in keeping us all abreast of  what’s 
going on, what our common concerns are, and 
what’s on the horizon. They all deserve a big 
thanks for their time and effort. 

The relaxed morning registration provided a 
continental snack and time to mingle before the 
split session program began. The speakers 
provided information, insight, and experience 
that was beneficial to both BAT’S and water 
purveyors. As much valuable information flowed 
through attendees and presenters between 
sessions and at lunch as during the 
presentations, demonstrating the true 
dedication of the people involved. 

At lunch much of the talk was about changes 
in testing procedures,  professional  growth 
requirements, and the upcoming “10th Edition.” 
As well, many of the purveyors took solace in 
knowing their counterparts had similar 
concerns, and all agreed that Unapproved 
Auxiliary Water Supplies are high on the list 
(some wondered if perhaps that is where the 
soup came from). 

Overall this years SRC4 seminar was worth 
the time, and the price was right. The stamp 
system for session credit was a little 
cumbersome, but unanswered questions were 
rare, and the issues addressed were important. I 
look forward to next years seminar with the 
hopes that in 2006, if it’s in February, there will 
be an indoor pool, and that I’ll remember to turn 
in my CEU ticket and pick up my certificate of 
completion. 
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                                        Report from Oregon Health 
Services 

By:  K. Mattimore 

Annual Summary 
Reports 

Oregon Administrative Rules 
333-061-0070(9)(c) states 
community water systems shall 
prepare and submit a cross connection Annual 
Summary Report to the Department before the 
last working day of March each year.  By this 
rules definition, a community water system is a 
public water system that has 15 or more service 
connections or regularly serves 25 or more year-
round residents.  Annual summary report forms 
are available on the Program website at: http://
www.healthoregon.org/crossconnection or by 
calling (503) 731-4007.  Reporting compliance 
has slightly improved for 2004 as compared to 
2003.  If you are in charge of or are a Cross 
Connection Specialist for a water system…do 
you know where your Summary Report is 
(hopefully already on my desk)? 

 
If you work for a small water system (2,500 

or fewer connections) and want to become a 
Cross Connection Specialist, there is scholarship 
help for tuition costs of the required class 
through American Water Works Association by 
calling Jim Preble at (503) 823-7480. 

 
Certification Renewal 
All certifications for Cross Connection 

Specialists and Backflow Assembly Testers will 
expire June 30, 2005.  The Program will mail out 
renewal applications late April/early May.  If you 
have moved, changed employment or have a 

new contractor’s license number, please contact 
the Program immediately to update this 
information.  Hopefully you have already taken 
and successfully completed your update training 
because classes may be full or may not work with 
your schedule or location.  If you took the 30-
hour Specialist or 40-hour Tester class after July 
1, 2003, you may use that class to satisfy renewal 
requirements and you do not need to take the 
one-day update class.  Enclose a copy of your 
class diploma or acknowledgement letter to 
speed up processing of your application. 

 
Be aware of other changes for renewal this 

year: 
 
Cross Connection Inspectors are now called 

Cross Connection Specialists.  Yes, you still 
“inspect” but public input during the rules 
revision process indicated a need to differentiate 
this title from Plumbing Inspector and to 
correspond with other state’s and organization’s 
that use the term “Specialist”.  Let’s move on. 

 
The renewal requirements for Specialists (it 

does take concentration to adapt to this new 
term!) had one change that increases the 
continuing education units by one hour or 0.1 
CEU.  The class providers already complied with 
this change, but if you took an update class prior 
to the adoption of the new rules in November 
2004 and only earned 0.5 CEU, your state Cross 
Connection Program can fix that.  The solution is 
email: Kathryn.j.mattimore@state.or.us with your 
request for the FREE! 1-hour training package on 
revised Oregon Administrative Rules.  Your email 
will be quickly returned with a slide show 
attachment, copy of the rules, 20 questions and 
an answer sheet.  Read the materials, take the 
test and return the answer sheet.  If you pass (17 
correct), a completion letter will be emailed to 
you.  Enclose a copy of this completion letter 
with your renewal application as proof of 
meeting 1-hour of continuing education 
requirements.  Call if you do not have email or 
have any questions. 

 
Tester renewal requirements had one change 

involving test gauge calibration reports.  Testers 
will need to submit yearly test gauge calibration 
reports performed in the same month each year.  
The Program expects to receive two calibration 
reports showing your test gauge was calibrated 

(Continued on page 8) 
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

OREGON 
Clackamas Community College    

(503) 657-6958 Ext. 2388  
depts.clackamas.cc.or.us/west 

Cross Connection Control Inspector Certification 
Backflow Assembly Certification Course 

Tester Re-certification Course 
Tester Re-train/Re-certification Course 

Inspector Re-certification 
 

Backflow Mngmt. Inc.  800-841-7689 
Cross Connection Control Inspector Certification 
Backflow Assembly Tester Certification Course 

Backflow Assembly Re-certification 
Cross Connection Control Inspector Update 

 
OAWU (503) 873-8353 

Cross Connection Inspector Update 
 

Oregon Cross Connection Inspector Subcommittee  
 (541) 267-3128 

Backflow Assembly Tester Re-certification 
 

WASHINGTON 
Washington Environmental Training Resource Center 

(WETRC) (800) 562-0858; outside WA  
(253) 833-9111  Ext.  3369 

Backflow Assembly Tester Certification 
Backflow Assembly Professional Growth Refresher 

Cross Connection Control Exam Review 
 

IDAHO 
Bill Thompson United Water Corp. (208) 362-7383 

      Backflow Assembly Tester Certification 
Backflow Assembly Tester Refresher 

Cross Connection Control Introduction 
 

Allen Wilder, BAT & Supply 
(208) 456-2287 

Tester Certification & Recertification (ID/ABPA) 
 

Joel Herron, HR2 Inc. 
(208) 867-8547 

Tester Certification, CEU Classes 

annually during the 2003/2005-certification 
period.  If you have an “issue” about this 
requirement, please submit a logical, dated and 
signed explanation along with your renewal 
requirements for review by the Program. 

 
Remember that combination Specialist/

Tester renewals must submit all requirements 
for each title.  That means earning 0.6 CEU for 
the Specialist AND completing an update Tester 
class at a DHS-approved training provider, 
along with test gauge calibrations, a completed 
application and appropriate fee. 

 
The Program expects to receive over 1,400 

renewal applications this June.  The Program 
will do its’ best to review each application for 
completeness and issue 2005/2007 
certifications in a timely manner.  Please do 
your best to provide all required 
documentation, sign where needed, enclose a 
check with the appropriate fee to keep this 
process running smooth. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Advisory Board  
Letters notifying nominees for their 

appointment to the nine-member advisory 
board were mailed mid-April.  The Department 
will wait for each individual’s acceptance before 
publishing the names for these appointed 
positions.  The first public meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for Friday May 27, 2005 from 12:30 
PM to 2:30 PM at the Portland State Office 
Building, 800 NE Oregon Street, Room 918.  The 
Department had many qualified nominations 
and was pleased with the response and interest 
in serving.  Since this is a 2-year position, 
individuals not named this term could be 
selected for another term, as well as participate 
at the public advisory board meetings. Some 
time will be set aside for audience input on 
cross connection related topics.  Meeting dates, 
locations, minutes and agendas will be posted 
on the Program website and all are welcome to 
attend these public meetings. 

YOU CAN ADVERTISE HERE! 
Provide us with your material and/

or images and we’ll put it all together 
for you! 

It must be Cross Connection Control 
related.  Buy, sell, trade, employment, 
notices, questions..your choice. 

Contact Bill Roe: wldbl@qwest.net 
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DOH Pleased with 2004 Annual 
Summary Report Response 
 

In January, 2005, the Department of Health 
(DOH) notified 206 of the largest community 
water systems in Washington (serving 1000 or 
more connections) to submit their Cross-
Connection Control Annual Summary Report 
(ASR) forms for the 2004 reporting year.  The 
deadline for submitting ASR forms for 2004 
was April 1, 2005. 

As of April 20, 2005, 191 systems had 
submitted at least one ASR form to DOH.  One 
hundred seventy of the reporting systems 
used the web-based application to submit 
data to DOH.  Data for systems using the web-
based application appears more complete and 
of better quality than data reported by 
systems submitting hard copies of ASR forms. 

CCC staff in Olympia will soon be analyzing 
2004 ASR data to identify systems that have 
failed to comply with the reporting 
requirements or the mandatory premises 
isolation requirements.  This information will 
be used as the basis for deployment of the 
CCC Compliance Strategy (see related article 
in this issue). 

For further information, please contact 
Terri Notestine at terri.notestine@doh.wa.gov 
or (360) 236-3133. 

Giving Customers Options Makes Compliance Easier 
Tim Cantwell , Woodinville Water District 

 
     Purveyors are responsible for providing safe drinking water to their customers.  To ensure 
drinking water quality, purveyors must monitor backflow protection on known hazards to meet 
State WAC 246-290-490.  

Purveyors should strive to make it easy for customers to keep their drinking water safe and meet 
State requirements.  The State code requires an irrigation system to have state approved backflow 
protection.  This can be accomplished by allowing customers options for backflow protection on 
their irrigation system.  Purveyors need to insure that backflow preventers are commensurate to the 
degree of hazard. The three main options for backflow protection on an irrigation system are: 

 
A Backflow Assembly; (Reduced Pressure Backflow Assembly (RPBA), Double Check Valve 

Assembly (DCVA), Pressure Vacuum Breaker Assembly (PVBA), and the Spill-Resistant Vacuum 
Breaker Assembly (SVBA).  The (DCVA) is the most common backflow protection for an irrigation 
system. 

Atmospheric Vacuum Breaker (AVB); The AVB does not require annual backflow testing.  The 
AVB needs to be six inches above the highest sprinkler head and there can be no down steam valves. 

Physical Separation;  No testing is required. 
 
Through educating customers and giving them options will make it easier for purveyors to meet 

their responsibility.  Having customers understand the requirement and the need for backflow 
protection and annual testing or other options will allow them to make a choice. The purveyor and 
the customer both want the same thing, clean safe drinking water. 

Vendor Spotlight 
In this NEW section, the Editors of The 

Northwest CCC Journal offer a little more 
information about  one of our Advertisers.   

In this Issue, it is BAVCO. 
Having Trouble Finding Repair 

Parts?  
BAVCO is the largest Master Part Distributor 

for backflow preventers. We specialize in the 
distribution of original factory repair parts for 
backflow prevention equipment. Every part for 
every assembly is guaranteed to be in stock for 
every manufacturer, model and size of backflow 
prevention assembly. Any order placed by 3:00 
PM will be shipped the same day. 

 
To help you get the needed parts information 

on all backflow assemblies, we have compiled 
the BAVCO Reference Manual. The Manual is the 
first comprehensive collection of dimensions, 
specifications, parts breakdowns, and repair 
information for all 22 of the backflow assembly 
manufacturers. Join us on our web site at 
www.bavco.com  where you can view and 
download the BAVCO Reference Manual. BAVCO 
has been around for 29 years doing the same 
thing HELPING CUSTOMERS. If we can help with 
your repair parts needs call us at 800-458-3492 



WORKING TO PROTECT CLEAN, SAFE 
DRINKING WATER 

Cross Connection Control Committees 
 

WASHINGTON 
Spokane Regional Cross Connection Control Chapter 

(SRC4).  3rd Tuesday 11:30am – 1:30pm 
Contact: Denny Lopp  (509) 456-7273 

Email lopko43@msn.com 
 

 
Western Washington Cross Connection Prevention   
Professionals Group (The Group).  3rd Wednesday  

10:00am-12:00noon 
Contact Dan Miller 360-568-3115  

E-mail : miller@ci.snohomish.wa.us  

OREGON 
Oregon Chapter ABPA 

Bill Whiteman, President 
Contact:  (503) 625-4083 
Email:  gabi38@aol.com 
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Want More Information?  Check This Out…. 
By Floyd Hensley, Oregon Chapter ABPA 

 
For some good reading go to http://nap.edu/catalog/11262.html the National Academies Press 

has made available the report “Public Water Supply Distribution Systems: Assessing and Reducing 
the Risks, First Report” click on “sign in to download” and follow the instructions to register and 
download the full report.  This report places cross connection control as one of the highest 
priorities based on associated health risks to the public water supply of the issues presented in nine 
white papers from EPA, AWWA and the AWWSCo. 

 
Hope everyone has a very good summer! 
 


