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DOH Enters into Cross-Connection 
Control Partnership with Evergreen 

Rural Water of Washington  
By:  Terri Notestine, WA  DOH 

 
The Office of Drinking Water (ODW) recently 

entered into a public health protection 
partnership with Evergreen Rural Water of 
Washington (ERWoW) on cross-connection control 
(CCC).  In September, ODW staff notified almost 
50 public water systems in Washington about 
ERWOW’s Circuit Rider Program.  The Circuit 
Rider Program provides free, one-on-one, on-site 
technical assistance to small public water 
systems in Washington. 

ODW selected community water systems for 
notification based on information provided on 
their 2003 CCC Annual Summary Report forms.  
ODW contacted systems that: 

•  Reported they did not have a written CCC 
program plan and/or any CCC program 
implementation activities in 2003; or 

•  Failed to answer the program plan and/or 
implementation questions. 

 
Public water systems can benefit from taking 

advantage of the Circuit Rider Program, since 
focused technical assistance can help a system 
comply with WAC 246-290-490.  Circuit riders can 
assist systems with: 

•  Development of new or updating of existing 
written CCC program plans; and 

•  CCC program implementation issues, such 
as establishing priorities, implementation 
schedules, and enforcement procedures. 

 
Although ERWoW conducts the Circuit Rider 

Program, the ODW partially funds the program.  
All ERWoW circuit riders are certified Water 
Distribution Managers and Cross-Connection 
Control Specialists.  The circuit riders coordinate 
with ODW CCC Program staff to ensure that the 
technical assistance provided is consistent with 
state drinking water regulations. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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WA BAT Pro-Growth Exam 
Procedures Changed 

By:  David Kingsley, WETRC 
 

Now you can use a “cheat sheet” 
Backflow Assembly Testers (BAT) are 

allowed to use references during BAT 
Certification and Professional Growth Exams 
through December 2004.  The DOH, Office of 
Drinking Water (ODW), is pilot-testing the use 
of two references during the exam: Backflow 
Prevention Assemblies Field Test Procedure 
Approved for Use in Washington State and the 
short version of these procedures.  These are 
being made available at each test-station for 
examinees to use during the examinations.  
The DOH will review the results of the pilot 
test early next year to determine whether or 
not to continue their use. 

January 1, 2004 began a new pro-growth 
reporting period for WA State Certified BATs.  
All certified BAT’s needing to satisfy their 
professional growth requirement during this 
reporting period must take and pass the 
Washington State DOH BAT Professional 
Growth Examination by December 31, 2006. 

To pass the professional growth exam, the 
BAT must demonstrate ability to correctly test 
the RPBA, DCVA, PVBA, and SVBA.  They must 
also demonstrate knowledge and skill of 
troubleshooting backflow prevention 
assemblies by correctly diagnosing a simulated 
failure condition on the RPBA, DCVA, and 
PVBA. 

The test procedures have been clarified and 
Testers should be aware of these modifications 
to procedures which will help prevent 
problems during testing.   

Find more on this subject at the SRC4 
website. www.src4.org 
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                               Oregon ABPA Annual Seminar Coming Up 
                                                           By:  Floyd Hensley, Oregon ABPA 

 
 The Oregon Chapter of the ABPA will be holding its 

Annual Seminar on January 20th ,2005 at the Holiday Inn at  
Wilsonville, Oregon.  

At this time we have not finalized the program but we anticipate one session in the A.M. and a 
split session in the P.M. 

The morning session will pertain to the new Oregon Administrative Rules by Kate Mattimore, 
update on the efforts to secure funding for the full time position for the Oregon State Health 
Division Cross Connection Control Coordinator and keeping the program with the Health Division 
presented by Steve West. These items pertain to both inspectors and testers and will have valuable 
information that we can all use. 

The afternoon session will be a split session with one session that affects the program specialist 
for the water purveyors and the second session geared to the tester and repair specialist. We will 
also have local and national venders showing and discussing their new and improved products. 

This year, repair will be a hot topic with some of our speakers as this subject hits home to a lot 
of our testers and inspectors so sign up and come hear about the latest information.  For more 
information please contact: Kevin Schmeltzer at 503-848-3041 or e-mail Kevin@tvwd.org.  

Have a terrific holiday season and please join us  in Wilsonville, OR for the Seminar. 

Thursday, January 20th, 2005 

Seminars Seminars Mark Your Calendars !Mark Your Calendars !Mark Your Calendars !Mark Your Calendars !    

SRC4 12th Annual Seminar Coming 
Up, Too! 

By:  Bill Roe, SRC4 
 

On February 24th, 2005, at the Mirabeau Park Hotel, Spokane Valley, WA, 
SRC4 will have up-to-date topics by some of the most knowledgeable speakers in our CCC Industry. 

There will be various CCC and backflow assembly Manufacturer Representatives on hand 
displaying their latest products and discussing the services they provide. 

The split-session will be scheduled again this year by popular demand.  Since it works so well, 
the morning CCS session will contain topics for both CCSs and BATs.   

All of these topics have not been confirmed as of yet but you can count on SRC4 to line up some 
of the best seminar presentations for our Region.   

Again, if you’re one of the first lucky 30 to sign up for the Seminar, you can be part of the 
morning backflow assembly testing session with a hands-on demonstration of the new Washington 
DOH approved test procedures AND current trouble shooting procedures, which are required for 
the Professional Growth exams. 

Flyers, with registration forms in them, will be sent out very soon.  If you don’t get one, you can 
always visit the SRC4 website (www.src4.org) where we will be posting it no later than Jan. 1, 2005.  
The SRC4 Membership form is available there, as well. 

For more information, as it comes closer to the event, please contact  Bill Roe at 
wldbl@qwest.net.  or  Denny Lopp at lopko43@msn.com.   

Plenty of refreshments, discussions, current topics and lots of door prizes will be the order of 
the day!  So join us for the 12th Annual SRC4 Seminar at the Mirabeau Park Hotel in sunny Spokane 
Valley, WA on Thursday, February 24th, 2005! 

Have a safe and sober holiday season! 

Thursday, February 24th, 2005! 

Seminars Seminars 
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WHAT SHOULD THEY HAVE DONE? 
Part 2                                                                                                                                                                        (Bold Italics added) 
 

Part 2 of the hypothetical case history was presented at the February 24, 2004 SRC4 Seminar. The 
following is a brief summary of the material presented and ensuing audience discussions. The 
complete discussion of this case study may be found on the SRC4 WEB site. 

 
An immediate risk to public health was not apparent with the connection of the drinking fountain 

to the turf irrigation system. A microbiological contaminant, e.g., coliform bacteria, may have been 
present, but this information was not ascertained. No backflow was observed, nor were there 

indication of any previous backflow condition. 
 
The risk to public health from the supply of the drinking fountain is 
relative to other cross connections. If the turf irrigation system had 
chemical injection or was connected with a pumped auxiliary supply, the 
public health risk would be much higher. 
 

Similar to other cross connections, lawn or turf irrigation systems without a backflow prevention 
assembly, with an unapproved backflow prevention device, with an assembly that was not tested 
when required by the purveyor, etc., are often found in the purveyor’s system. The urgency to install 
a backflow prevention assembly or take other corrective action is relative to the assessed hazard. 
This assessment is subjective. In the hypothetical case history presented, there is a clear need to 
remove the drinking fountain from the irrigation system. The issue is not the need for action. The 
issues are the risk to public health until the corrective action is taken and the person with both 
authority and responsibility to initiate action.  

 
Protection was provided to the water purveyor’s system by the installation of a reduced pressure 

backflow prevention assembly on the service. The WA DOH does not have jurisdiction in this matter. 
(The Water Purveyor’s jurisdiction, which is governed by the WA DOH regulations, ends at the 
customer’s property line.)  However, WA DOH regulations can be used to provide guidance on the 
assessment of risk. The following from WAC 246-290-490 are relevant in establishing “standard 
practice”: 

•  Table 9 assesses a high health hazard only to “Premises with separate irrigation systems using 
the purveyor’s water supply and with chemical addition”.  Chemical addition was not established 
in the park system. 

•  Under Section (6)(e) where the purveyor identifies a high health hazard, the customer shall be 
notified to install an RPBA within 90 days or with an alternate schedule acceptable to the 
purveyor (longer or shorter period). For a low health hazard, the purveyor shall require the 
installation of a backflow preventer within a schedule acceptable to the purveyor. 

 
Using the above WA DOH regulations as a guide to “standard practice”, the Parks Department’s 

delay in removing the drinking fountain was acceptable. 
 
The CCS and BAT stated a concern that if someone became ill from drinking contaminated water 

from this drinking fountain, they could face criminal charges and/or a lawsuit for damages. Although 
the CCS and BAT felt a responsibility for the operation of the Park’s system, they were not the 
“person having charge of any waterworks”. The CCS and BAT discharged their responsibility to the 
Parks Department by notifying their supervisor (in writing) of the cross connection and potential 
health risk. They did not have the authority of their employer to take any other action. 
 

Once the CCS and BAT were discharged, the legal issue arose of “whistleblowers” protection for 
wrongful discharge. The following significant points pertain to whistleblowers protection: 

 

(Continued on page 4) 



STATE HEALTH CONTACTS  
IDAHO 

CCC Program Manager - Joan Thomas   
(208) 373-0275  FAX (208) 373-0409 

OREGON 
CC Program Coordinator - Kathryn Mattimore 

(503) 731-4007 FAX (503) 731-4078 
CC Program Manager - Mary Leverette 

(503) 731-4002 ext. 232 
WASHINGTON 

CCC Program Manager - Terri Notestine 
 (360) 236-3133 

Email terri.notestine@doh.wa.gov 
State Approved List – Marsha Carlton   

(800) 521-0323 
BAT Certification – David Kingsley  

(800) 562-0858 
Operator Certification (800) 525-2536 
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1)  In the State of Washington, without an 
employment contract, employment is at the 
“will of the employer”. For protection, the 
employment contract, either for an 
individual employee or group (union 
contract), would need to address the issue of 
grounds for suspension or termination, and 
resolution of dispute for an employer’s 
action without just cause. 
  2)  Public employees, e.g., cities, water 
districts, etc., are covered by the Local 
Government Whistleblower Act, R.C.W. 
Chapter 42.41. The act covers the issues of 
violation of federal, state or local laws, and 
specific danger to the public health or 
safety. In this case, it is: 
•  Necessary for the CCS and BAT to be right 

(i.e., there was a specific danger to public 
health). 

•  Helpful for the CCS and BAT to contact 
supervisors/officials before the media.  

  3)  Under this statute, local governments 
are required to adopt policy and post 
procedures summarizing: 
•  List of persons to contact. 
•  May require report to public official first, 

otherwise lose protection of statute, 
•  Allow for emergency exception. 
•  Provide for employee that feels retaliation 

has occurred to request a hearing within 
30 days. The statute sets up the hearing 
procedures. 

 
The public health issue was discussed 

previously. The contact made to the immediate 
supervisor may not be sufficient to ensure 
protection under the statute. No further effort 
was made to contact a more senior manager or 
an official before notifying the media. 

Even where protection is provided under a 
whistleblowers statute, supervisors may not 
forget an incident. Although an act of overt 
retaliation may not occur, a future decision 
may be influenced by the incident. For 
example, where two employees are being 
considered for promotion, although not stated 
as a reason for not being selected, the incident 
with the CCS or BAT may be a “career limiting 
move”.  

Ultimately, each person must decide on 
what course of action to take, knowing that 
there are consequences to every decision, 
whether it is to take an action that may be a 
“career limiting move”, or not to take a further 
action (than to pass the responsibility for 

action to a supervisor) that may have prevented a 
backflow incident that caused someone to be 
harmed.  

A poll of the audience at the SRC4 Seminar 
revealed that the vast majority would have taken 
additional steps before notifying the media, and 
some indicated they would have then notified the 
media and/or would have on their own initiative, 
disconnect the drinking fountain. Of course this 
is an easy decision to make in a hypothetical case 
study.  

Submitted by:  George Bratton, PE 

Gordon-G.T. & Associates, Inc. 

  

Todd Overly    
Cell (509) 370-6660      
Inland FEBCO Rep 
for Eastern WA, NE Oregon      
 
    SPOKANE                                     PORTLAND 
509-922-4601           Office           503-282-5711 
509-922-4629             Fax              503-282-5715   

Email:    todd@gordonandassoc.com 



Backflow  Assembly Installation Criteria 
   

When installing a backflow preventer, there are 
many details that must be evaluated before you 
break out the wrenches. There are two basic 
considerations, the hydraulic considerations and 
the mechanical considerations.  

The hydraulic conditions are the flow of water 
through the piping system. The mechanical 
conditions are the pipes, valves and fittings 
needed to properly install the backflow preventer 
into the system. We want to assure protection of 
the drinking water system it is connected to. 

 To install the assembly properly, we need to 
know which rules to comply with. A backflow 
preventer can be a service protection assembly or 
an internal protection assembly. A service 
protection assembly is installed at the point of 
service to a water user; this type of assembly 
protects the distribution system from a backflow 
event. These assemblies come under the control of 
the State Administrative Code. Each state 
administrative code has restrictions as to what 
and where some assemblies can be installed.  

If the installation is an internal protection 
assembly, the local adopted Plumbing Code will 
govern the installation. Internal protection 
assemblies protect the quality of the drinking 
water within the water users building. The 
Plumbing Code will have a different set of rules 
that must be followed.  

The degree of hazard must be determined. It 
can be a health (high) or non-health (low) hazard. 
The next consideration is the type of backflow we 
are trying to protect against; backpressure and/or 
backsiphonage. Once the degree of hazard and 
type of backflow are determined, we can look to 
our list of approved assemblies. The list of 
approved assemblies is usually established by the 
administrative authority that has jurisdiction. 
Different types of backflow assemblies have 
restrictions as to how they can be used. It is 
important that they only be used in the same 
orientation and type of protection as determined 
by the approval agency. The most recognized 
approval agency is the USC Foundation for Cross 
Connection Control & Hydraulic Research. The 
Foundation establishes a lab approval and field 
approval process for each size and installation 
orientation. Each Manufacturer must submit their 
assemblies to the Foundation for  evaluation. Not 
all assemblies pass the approval process. Most 
Administrative authority's list of approved 
assemblies  begin with the Foundation’s list. 

 
  Hydraulic Considerations 

 
The hydraulic considerations of 

installing a backflow preventer must evaluate 
sizing, pressure and temperature. In most 
installations, an engineer has already determined 
the size of the piping and the backflow preventer. 
If there has not been a hydraulic review of an 
existing or newly designed piping system, be sure 
the changes to flow and pressure by a backflow 
preventer are evaluated before it is installed. 
Installing a backflow preventer into an existing 
piping system can change the workings of some 
piping arrangements such as irrigation or fire 
systems. 

 
Some installations will require continuous 

water supply due their water needs. Applications 
such as hospitals are considered critical services 
where water cannot be discontinued even for short 
periods of time. This type of critical service will 
require the installation of parallel backflow 
preventers to assure when one backflow preventer 
is shut off for servicing, the other preventer will 
allow water to flow to the piping system. When 
installing parallel installations, be sure the 
separate and combined flows of the backflow 
preventers meets the needs of the water user. 

 
In some cases, piping systems may be 

improperly sized and subjected to sharp changes 
in pressure due to excessive demand or flows of 
water within a piping system. This sudden change 
to supply pressure of assemblies such as RP's can 
lead to a discharge from the relief valve. The 
piping system must be evaluated to determine 
why the pressure fluctuations are occurring and to 
see if the pressure fluctuations can be minimized 
if not, a resilient seated check valve at the inlet of 
the RP may help minimize the fluctuations and 
minimize any unwanted relief valve discharge. 

 
Pressure considerations must be observed when 

installing a backflow preventer. The pressure that 
is consumed by an assembly can be calculated by 
looking to the flow chart of the particular 
assembly. Be sure you are observing the flow chart 
for the orientation the assembly is being installed 
in. A flow chart for a horizontal or vertical 
orientation could be different. The other 
consideration is the incoming supply pressure in 
the piping system. The maximum working water 
pressure (MWWP) for an assembly is established 
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        BACKFLOW ASSEMBLY REPAIR     By: Jim Purzycki, BAVCO 
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by the manufacturer and confirmed in the 
approval process. The assembly should never be 
subjected to a pressure that exceeds its MWWP . 
The excessive pressures present in a piping 
system can exert an undue stress on the preventer 
or piping system.  If the supply pressure is above 
the assemblies MWWP, a pressure regulator must 
be installed. Most plumbing codes do not allow 
excess pressure without a pressure regulator. The 
supply pressure to a piping system is not always 
constant. Inlet pressure can fluctuate due to 
conditions such as level of demand upstream of 
the point of service or pumping schedules within 
the water system. On the upstream side of the 
assembly the MWWP must not be exceeded for any 
reason and the minimum amount of pressure 
must always be delivered which can be calculated 
by the flow chart.      

Even if proper pressure parameters are 
achieved on the upstream side, the downstream 
side must also be evaluated. When a backflow 
prevention assembly is installed, a closed system 
is established on the downstream side. This means 
no pressure can escape past a working assembly. 
The assembly traps any pressure on the 
downstream side until it is relieved. Even if the 
normal line pressure is below the MWWP, 
excessive pressure can easily be created by pumps, 
thermal expansion, boilers and other conditions 
and equipment that can quickly create excess 
pressure beyond the MWWP on the downstream 
side. The use of quick closing valves such as 
electronic solenoids or ball valves, can create a 
water hammer which can lead to excess pressure 
being trapped on the downstream side unless 
some type of pressure and or temperature relief 
device is utilized. Proper pressure parameters 
must be evaluated on the upstream and 
downstream side of the assembly. Normal and 
abnormal pressure events must be evaluated to 
assure it does not adversely affect the installed 
assembly. 

 
The working temperature range of a backflow 

preventer is established by the manufacturer. The 
approval agency will confirm the temperature 
range a backflow preventer can work at. The 
application of excessive temperature can cause the 
backflow preventer to not work properly. Too high 
of a temperature can affect the strength of some 
plastics and rubbers. Too low of temperatures can 
also cause the backflow preventer to become 
inoperative. The temperature evaluation is not just 
the fluid temperature but also the ambient 
temperature around the installation site, which 
can change fluid temperature. 

 

Any mechanical equipment can be fouled if 
water entering the backflow preventer is not free 
of particulate. When properties other than clean 
water flow through a backflow preventer, these 
pieces could lodge into a critical sealing area. To 
collect these particles, the installation of strainers 
may help to remove the particles from affecting 
the backflow preventer. A strainer cannot just be 
installed in any piping arrangement without 
proper evaluation of rules and hydraulics. 

A strainer cannot be arbitrarily installed in 
front of any backflow preventer. If a backflow 
preventer is installed for service protection, many 
cross connection control program rules do not 
allow the installation of any connection before a 
backflow preventer. A strainer usually has a blow 
off hole to remove the accumulated particles from 
the piping system. In some cases, this blow off 
hole is improperly used as a connection to piping 
fixtures before the assembly, such as irrigation 
connections or hose bibbs. If a strainer is needed 
before a service protection assembly, be sure to 
consult with your local administrative authority 
before proceeding. 

 
Strainers can usually be installed in front of 

internal protection backflow preventers. Strainers 
will affect the flow of water into a piping system. 
A strainer contains screens, which will restrict the 
volume of water that can flow past it. Strainers 
cannot be installed where this reduction in 
effective area leads to a restriction that prohibits 
the working of the piping system in installations 
such as fire or irrigation systems. When strainers 
must be installed, be sure the piping system will 
still work properly. 

 
Look to the next Issue of The NW CCC 

Journal for the second part, “Mechanical 
Considerations”. 
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                                        Report from Oregon Health 
Services 

By:  K. Mattimore 
As of February 2004, Kathryn Mattimore is  

CC/BP Program Coordinator for the Oregon 
Department of Human Services.  She is located at 
the Portland State Office Building in the Lloyd 
Center area of NE Portland and can be reached at 
(503) 731-4007.  Her mailing address is PO Box 
14450, Portland OR 97293-0450, or email 
address: kathryn.j.mattimore@state.or.us. 

 
The CC/BP Program is 

responsible for: 
 
•  Certifications of Backflow 

Assembly Testers and 
Cross Connection 
Inspectors 

•  Annual Summary Reports 
•  Assists PWS in their cross connection control 

efforts 
•  Provides DHS-approved List of Assemblies 
•  Provides enforcement actions for the 

Program 
•  and provides education about cross 

connection and backflow.  
New Testers and Inspectors continue to apply 

to the Program. The application fee was reduced 
to $35 for the remainder of the two-year 
certification period from July 1, 2004 through 
June 30, 2005. 

Testers and Inspectors that did not renew 
prior to June 30, 2004 must now meet all the 
requirements of a new applicant, including taking 
the full course and paying the $50 re-instatement 
fee. If you fall into this category, please call me to 
clarify your renewal requirements. 

The next renewal for 2-year Certifications is 

due by June 30, 2005. Renewal applications will 
be mailed to the address the Department has on 
your records in April 2005. You have all of the 
two year renewal period to take the single day re-
certification course. Classes fill quickly, so 
register early. 

For general information and downloadable 
forms visit our website at: 
www.healthoregon.org/crossconnection. 

 
Annual Summary Reports  

ASRs are due before the last day of March each 
year and contain data from January 1 to 
December 31 of the prior year. Forms are 
available on the website or if you don’t have web 
access, call the Program for a faxed or mailed 
version. 
Rules Revision  

This rules revision process began in October 
2001. A draft version of the revised rules came 
into being in late 2003.  A large subcommittee 
was formed and worked on coming to consensus. 
Copies of the draft revision were distributed to 
interested parties, and an open comment period 
of 28 days began. The Department received 
twenty-eight written comments during the open 
comment period and fifteen individuals testified. 
It was an impressive show of interest. 

The revised rules should be ready for approval 
from Dr. Grant Higginson, State Public Health                 
Officer by mid October. The final step is to send 
the package of final rules to the Secretary of                  
State. The effective date for the new rules will be 
the date of the filing. As a reminder, until the                
new rules are filed, the current rules are in place 
for the Program to follow. 
Oregon Approved List 

The Department provides an Approved List of 
Backflow Assemblies for use in Oregon. The most 
current List is dated March 2004 with an 
addendum dated September 29, 2004. Because of 
constraints, the List can only be mailed. Call if 
you would like a copy of the full List, an update 
or need to check just a few assemblies. 

Hey, I thought those 
springs were 
supposed to be on 
the inside! 
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

OREGON 
Clackamas Community College    

(503) 657-6958 Ext. 2388  
depts.clackamas.cc.or.us/west 

Cross Connection Control Inspector Certification 
Backflow Assembly Certification Course 

Tester Re-certification Course 
Tester Re-train/Re-certification Course 

Inspector Re-certification 
 

Backflow Mngmt. Inc.  800-841-7689 
Cross Connection Control Inspector Certification 
Backflow Assembly Tester Certification Course 

Backflow Assembly Re-certification 
Cross Connection Control Inspector Update 

 
OAWU (503) 873-8353 

Cross Connection Inspector Update 
 

Oregon Cross Connection Inspector Subcommittee  
 (541) 267-3128 

Backflow Assembly Tester Re-certification 
 

WASHINGTON 
Washington Environmental Training Resource Center 

(WETRC) (800) 562-0858; outside WA  
(253) 833-9111  Ext.  3369 

Backflow Assembly Tester Certification 
Backflow Assembly Professional Growth Refresher 

Cross Connection Control Exam Review 
 

IDAHO 
Bill Thompson United Water Corp. (208) 362-7383 

      Backflow Assembly Tester Certification 
Backflow Assembly Tester Refresher 

Cross Connection Control Introduction 

ABPA Honors SRC4 Founder, 
Denny Receives MSA  

By:  Bill Roe, SRC4 
In May of this year, at the ABPA National 

Conference in Long Beach, CA, Denny Lopp 
was awarded the Meritorious Service Award. 

This Award is the highest honor the ABPA 
has to offer.  It recognizes the long hours and 
the many nights away from home promoting 
the benefits and training of backflow 
prevention. 

The Award is given to only one person each 
year.  This year’s Award went to Denny. 

Many of us, in the Northwest, have met or 
have known Denny for a very long time.  He’s 
been actively promoting and teaching 
backflow prevention for many, many years.  
His career in the Water Distribution industry 
has spanned 40 years.  How many of you can 
say the same?   

Of those 40 years, 28 were spent teaching 
and instructing Tester and Inspector classes.   

This publication, The Northwest CCC 
Journal owes it’s existence to Denny Lopp.  He 
started a newsletter 4 years ago wanting to get 
the word out about CCC and, because of his 
expert efforts, it has evolved into a true, 
Professional Workgroup journal.   

Denny, you are an inspiration to all of us 
trying to make a difference in our Industry.  
We applaud your Award!  Couldn’t have 
happened to a greater guy.   

This Editor wanted all of you to know. 

Howard Hendrickson presents Award to Denny . 
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Time to recertify in Oregon! 
By:  Floyd Hensley,  Oregon Chapter  ABPA 

 
Oregon testers’ and inspectors’ certificates will 

expire on June 30, 2005.  This is a reminder that 
inspectors must have .5 CEU's pertaining to cross 
connection control within the last two years and 
testers must complete a recertification course 
within the last two years. 

These classes tend to fill early so we strongly 
suggest that you schedule your classes early, that 
way if you need to schedule another class you 
have enough time remaining to do so.  Contacts 
for the Oregon training facilities are: 
 

EWEB Water Management Services:    
Jenean Rigney (541)-984-4747 
Jeneanrigney@eweb.eugene.or.us 
 
Backflow Management Incorporated:  
BMI  (503)-255-1619  
bmi@bmi.com 
 
Clackamas Community College:  
Naomi Sether (503)-657-6958 ext 2364             
naomis@clackamas.edu 
 

     For information on requirements go to  
     www.healthoregon.org/crossconnection 

     

The Group Sets Up Booth at 
Puyallup Fair 

 
By: Dan Miller, Vice Chairman, the “Group” 

 
The Western Washington Cross Connection 

Prevention Professionals Group known as the 
“Group” had a booth at the Puyallup Fair which 
prides itself with information about cross 
connection control, water quality, assembly 
display, water system map and complete with 
complimentary water bottles (a much sought 
after item).   

 
The booth is manned each year (and for the 

last 4 years) with volunteers that have taken 
their time to tell of the importance of cross 
connection control.  They bring with them a 
wealth of knowledge, years of experience and a 
sincere spirit to convey the importance of 
delivering clean safe drinking water to the 
public and educating them in the importance of 
keeping our water safe from a potential 
contamination. 

 
Many of the folks coming into the booth are 

curious and would prefer to quickly view the 
handouts and displays then reach for or ask for 
a water bottle.  They may have gained just 
enough information to question their water 
district or Purveyor about cross connection 
control.  Others take a more serious approach of 
what they are observing in the booth and ask 
questions about a backflow assembly and how it 
works. Some are surprised to find out 
landscaping irrigation can be a hazard to the 
drinking water system and that protection is 
needed.  Still others have questions about their 
quality of water from their plumbing such as 
“why is my water sometimes yellow?” and “do I 
have Fluoride in my water?”  Many are amazed 
when they view the water system map to see 
just where their water comes from, (ground and 
or surface) and how it is delivered to their 
homes. 

 
Cross-Connection Control is still a foreign 

word to many but with dedicated and qualified 
Operators we can turn this word into a familiar 
term.  Through education such as fair booths, 
community presentations (schools, etc) we can 
reach those that are unfamiliar to cross 
connection control.  

ORLANDO 
Mark your calendar for the 2005 ABPA 

Conference and Tradeshow 
May 8th - 11th, 2005 

Hilton in the Walt Disney World® Resort 
1751 Hotel Plaza Blvd. 
Lake Buena Vista, FL 

800-782-4414  or  407-827-4000 
www.hilton-wdwv.com 

Keep an eye on the ABPA website at 
www.abpa.org for further info as it comes 

available or call 979-846-7606 



WORKING TO PROTECT CLEAN, SAFE 
DRINKING WATER 

Cross Connection Control Committees 
 

WASHINGTON 
Spokane Regional Cross Connection Control Chapter 

(SRC4).  3rd Tuesday 11:30am – 1:30pm 
Contact: Denny Lopp  (509) 456-7273 

Email lopko43@msn.com 
 

 
Western Washington Cross Connection Prevention   
Professionals Group (The Group).  3rd Wednesday  

10:00am-12:00noon 
Contact Roger Nottage   (253) 848-5519  

email fruitlandwater@qwest.net  

 
 

OREGON 
Oregon Chapter ABPA 

Bill Whiteman, President 
Contact:  (503) 625-4083 
Email:  gabi38@aol.com 

 
 

Are Your Dues Paid Up To Date? 
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Journal Sponsors 

ODW hopes that many systems will take 
advantage of the technical assistance offered 
through the Circuit Rider Program.  Ultimately, 
development and implementation of CCC 
programs that comply with WAC 246-290-490 
protect public health by helping systems ensure 
the quality of water they deliver to their 
customers.  For further information about the 
Circuit Rider Program, contact ERWoW at 1-800-
272-5981 (toll-free). 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Washington state drinking water regulations 
require water system purveyors to ensure that 
backflow assemblies used to protect public water 
systems from contamination via cross-
connections meet the following criteria: 

 
→ They appear on the most recently 

published DOH-Approved Assembly List. 
→ They are installed in the orientation for 

which they are approved as shown on the 
DOH-Approved Assembly List. 
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